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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of June Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 
Wednesday, 18th June 2014 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 


Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

John Duffy,  Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, 

Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan,
Pat O’Toole,  Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:            Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.

APOLOGY:

            Councillors Luie McEntire and P.J. Reilly.     

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey, Cathaoirleach, seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Martin family,                  Teffia Park, Longford on the untimely death of John, Civil Defence Officer.

All members of the Council associated themselves with the vote of sympathy and many tributes were paid to John.

Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the County Council associated himself with the vote of sympathy.   He stated that John had given outstanding service to Civil Defence in County Longford.

A silent prayer was said for John.  The meeting adjourned for ten minutes as a mark of respect. 
On the proposal of Councillor J. Duffy seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Reynolds family, Corglass, Moyne on the death of James Reynolds.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Callaghan family, Derrycasson, Dring on the death of Sean Callaghan.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Gilchrist family, Trillick-a-Curry, Longford on the death of Dick Gilchrist.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 1st May 2014 (combined April and May meetings) were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Organisational Review for Longford Local Authorities.
Councillor S. Butler requested that the report commissioned by the Council, through the Institute of Public Administration, be circulated to the new Members of the Council.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 19th March 2014, which had been circulated, were noted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three public liability claims were received since the last meeting of the Council.
Financial Update for Quarter 1 of 2014.
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, outlined the details of Financial Update for Quarter 1 of 2014, as circulated, and responded to queries raised.   

Notices of Motions.

Local Property Tax.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady  -

“I propose that this Council writes to the Department of the Environment seeking clarification on why the funding provided by the people of Longford through the Local Property Tax has not made available to Longford County Council. This money was paid by the people of Longford in the belief that it was to be used for local amenities”. 

Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, stated that the amount collected in Local Property Tax is paid into the Local Government Fund.  Longford County Council receives a General Purpose Grant from this fund for the day to day running of the Council.

Figures provided by Revenue state that €1.1 million in LPT was collected for the half year liability in 2013.   This indicates that the collection for 2014 will be of the order of €2.2m. The GPG awarded to Longford for 2014 is €8.12m.  Therefore, Longford will receive almost €6m more in GPG than will be collected in LPT in the county.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government outlining the necessity for an equalisation policy to be re-introduced when the Local Government Fund allocation is being determined and that the Minister be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.

It was further agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Cathaoirligh of Councils which have eighteen members seeking to form an alliance to deal with the necessity for an equalisation policy to be re-introduced when the Local Government Fund is being allocated. 

Property Tax.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor J. Browne  -

“I call on Longford County Council to reduce the Property Tax for residents in County Longford by 15% in this year’s Budget.”

Councillor M. Carrigy agreed to amend his Motion as follows  -

“I call on Longford County Council to reduce the Property Tax for residents in County Longford by up to 15%  in this year’s Budget.”

Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, stated that any change either up or down in the LPT rate will require a public consultation process. Mr. Phil Hogan, Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government is expected to issue regulations to deal with this matter in July.  In the case of Longford, a 15% reduction would equate to approximately €330K.  This reduction would have to be financed by expenditure cuts and would reduce any discretionary expenditure available to the Council.  Examples of the items would be affected are local roads and community grants.

Councillor Carrigy agreed to adjourn this Motion until regulations are received from the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding the varying of Local Property Tax.
Dispensation for Rates in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -

“I call on Longford County Council to seek a special dispensation for rates in County Longford for 2015.”
The members discussed the need for incentives to be put in place to attract businesses to locate in Longford.

It was agreed that the following item be placed on the Agenda for each Municipal District Meeting  -   Consideration of Incentives for Businesses to locate in Longford.

Casual Trading 
Councillor P. O’Toole referred to the problems associated with casual trading, especially in Ballymahon.  It was agreed that the issue of Casual Trading be considered at the Ballymahon Municipal District meeting.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Councillor M. Mulleady requested an up-to-date report on planning applications received since January 2014.
Annual Meeting 2014.

Clarification regarding appointment of four members to the Education and Training Board.
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, outlined details of legal advice received from
Mr. Frank Gearty, Solicitor.

It was agreed that the advice received from the Council’s legal advisor be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for further clarification.

Clarification regarding appointment of four members to Longford Community 
Resources Ltd. 

Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that guidelines regarding the nominations to the Boards of Local Development Companies are awaited from the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government. 
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the Manager of Longford Community Resources Ltd. be notified of the nominations from Longford County Council, as proposed at Annual Meeting held on the 6th June 2014 i.e. Councillors Martin Mulleady, P.J. Reilly and Mae Sexton.
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that Councillor John Browne be appointed as a member of Longford Community Resources Ltd – in accordance with the Grouping which was formed at the Annual Meeting under Section 18 of the Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001.

Disclosure of Donations & Expenditure Local Elections 2014-  Submission of Expenditure Statements.
The members requested that the above documentation be circulated to the members again.
Establishment of Sub-Committee in relation to review of County Development Plan 

2009 - 2015.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that this item be referred to the Municipal District meetings and that two members be nominated from each Municipal District.
Opening of Cycle Route along the Royal Canal from Longford Town to Richmond Harbour in Clondra.
Mr. Sheridan informed the meeting that the Cycle Route along the Royal Canal from Longford Town to Richmond Harbour in Clondra will be officially opened by 
Mr. Michael Ring, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Tourism and Sport, on Friday, 27th June 2014.

Commemorations of 1916 Rising.

Councillor M. Casey, Cathaoirleach, requested that an item be placed on the Agenda for the July meeting regarding the establishment of a sub-committee to commemorate the 1916  Rising.
General Items.

Correspondence -  as circulated. 
Letter dated 9th May 2014 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the provision of lay-bys on the National Primary Road network was noted.
Letter dated 27th May 2014 received from the National Roads Authority regarding the development of service areas on the national road network was noted
Letter dated 13th May 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding the Local Improvement Scheme was discussed by the members.
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a further letter be forwarded to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport requesting that an additional allocation of funding be made towards a Local Improvement Scheme for County Longford and, also, that Minister Varadkar be requested to meet a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.
Letter dated 20th May 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding the sale of alcohol, in light of the recent Neknomination craze was discussed by the members.  Councillor J. Duffy requested that a further letter be forwarded to the Minister for Health outlining the need for alcohol to be consumed in a controlled and safe environment. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
9th July 2014.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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